Sovember 2, 1951.

Dr. Mertimer P. 3tarr,

Despartasnt of Bactsriology,

University of Ca.ifornla,
Davis, California.

Dear Mort:

We have receantly completed "SRP" screening tests on the set of cultures
you had sent us a few months ago. I am faeirly certalan that I wrote to you
in thanks and acknowledgment about the tine they were received, but can't
find the carbon, and aa not sure just what I wrote,

From the labels, I gather that many of the cultures were apprsciable resis-
tant to streptomycin. As my previous letter may have lamented, these are not
suitable for SRP testing. .

Thers were 78 sultures altogether of which a sultable test could be made.
None of thess 18 appsars to be fertile with our tester atock. Fxcept for two
or thres which fermehtdd cellabiose, or which appeared to be rather gumay,
they looked like typloal E. coli.

This type of nsgative rasult is no less interesting than ths finding of
interfertile strains in other collecticns. I am almost convinced that there
is a real difference in this respect between isolations of human origin, and
those of other sources. However, sxcept aa they generally conform to type coli,
the interfertile astrains show no obvious distincotive cultural or serological
properties. This 1s all the more reason for the further exuminatiom of type
and deviant forms from various sources. If you can give us any further assistance
in this respect, by way of furthsr isclates of (streptomycin-sensitive) coli,
I should be most grateful.

Would you give us instructions on the disposition of the cultures and glassware?
I will be glad to have the tubes cleansd up and returned, although this will
take some time. On the other hand, most of the slants are still iatact, amd
could be returned to you if you should have recalled any further use for thes.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



